701 East Washington Avenue

Kinston, North Carolina 28501

252-527-7349 

NEW VOICES/NEWVISIONS
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to develop opportunities for community theatre that incorporates professional and semi-professional artist and individuals in the area of the arts and technology. To provide entertainment opportunities that enriches lives and brings about a better community. To promote the importance of computer technology awareness, training and accessibility to help bridge the digital divide within our community at large.

Philosophy 

We believe that in the sharing of our art, we create a better person, a better community and a better humane society.

Background information

In 1993, Ronn Shedrick founded New Voices/New Visions, in Kinston, North Carolina where he had his first summer children theatre camp that produced, Ossie Davis' "Purlie Victorious". Since then, he has produced and/or directed plays ranging from "Five on the Black Hand Side", "A Raisin In The Sun" to "Driving Miss Daisy". Under his artistic direction, New Voices/New Visions has received awards of artistic merit from The National Endowment for the Arts through the North Carolina Arts Council. 

In 1997, Mr. Shedrick independently produced "We Need Love", written by Gregory LeGrand Kerns, a North Carolina School of the Arts graduate. The production toured Grainger-Hill Performing Arts Center, Kinston, North Carolina, The Carolina Theatre, Durham, North Carolina, Vance-Granville, Community College, Henderson, North Carolina, PS Jones Middle School, Washington, North Carolina, Reeves Auditorium, Methodist College, Fayetteville, North Carolina and Kenan Auditorium, UNC-Wilmington, Wilmington, North Carolina.

	GRANT FUNDING 
	CORPORATE SUPPORT
	PLAYS

	Felix Harvey Foundation
	Piggly Wiggly
	Five On The Black Hand Side

	North Carolina Arts Council
	Wachovia Bank
	Purlie Victorious

	Kinston Arts Council
	Branch Bank & Trust
	A Raisin In The Sun

	Kinston Housing Authority
	H.E. Beech, Realty
	We Need Love

	
	Kinston Free Press
	Driving Miss Daisy

	AWARD                                  Artistic Merit

NEA
	
	Historical Celebration of Gospel Music

	
	
	


Support for New Voices/New Visions.

BACKGROUND HIGHLIGHTS

Ronn Shedrick: Director of Artistic Producer, Founder

Arts Administrator Experience
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American Theatre in Harlem. Founding Member / Director of Development responsible for fund-raising activities. Actor, director, set construction, ticket sales and any other task needed to be performed.
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Lincoln Center Theater, Computer Consultant designed a database system for use as a method to track contracts for their administrative staff.
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NC Black Repertory's National Black Theatre Festival, Director of Development. Help rose over $400,000 for its 1991 festival. Link: http://www.nbtf.org

Performing Arts for Young People
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Eight (8) weeks residence instructor in Helena, Montana with Grand Street Theatre. 

Focus was on revolving students through a program that included movement for actors, voice, stage basics, building a character, improvisation and acting which culminated with a showcase involving all 275 kids.
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New Voices/New Visions' summer children theatre camp.

Eight (8) weeks acting workshop with 19 local kids designed to teach stage awareness and acting basics, which culminated with a full-scale production of Ossie Davis', "Purlie Victorious".
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New Voices/New Visions. Founder and Artistic Producer.
In 2002, the Desert Drama League, Palm Dessert California, awarded Ronn with Outstanding Lead Actor in A Drama, for his portrayal of Hoke Coleburn in "Driving Miss Daisy".

Charles Hannibal: Director of Technical Production/Assistant to Artistic Producer
Most recent wok has involved scene design and set construction for New Voices/New Visions with Ronn Shedrick.  Designed and built the set for the touring production of “We Need Love”. Participated for several years with the annual “Boar’s Head Pageant and Medieval Yule Festival”.

Attained undergraduate degree with a concentration in Theater and a minor in Visual Arts. He undertook some postgraduate study in Design and Technical Theater at the University of Wyoming (1976). Performed in regional theater with roles in the outdoor dramas “Blackbeard, Knight of the Black Flag” and in “The Liberty Cart”.

· 

He has performed as an actor, a director and provided technical support with scene design and set construction for numerous community based theater organizations, pageants and festival productions; e.g., Lenoir Community College Theater Department, Kinston- Lenoir Community Theater and The Black Artists’ Guild. He has also served on the Board of Director’s for the Black Artists’ Guild.

Mr. Hannibal earned his Bachelor of Arts in Communications, Pembroke State University in 1974.

He has been employed since 1978 with the local government of Lenoir County in Kinston, North Carolina. Job titles and positions held have included Day Care Teacher, Day Care Director, Substance Abuse Education Consultant and Substance Abuse Counselor (Trainee). My current job title is Social Worker III in the Adult Services Unit with Lenoir County Department of Social Services.
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Photo Gallery
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Letters of Community Support

New Voices-New Visions has received letter of support throughout the community including Mayor Johnnie Mosley, the Late Senator Luther Jordan, and former Mayor Buddy Rich. We receive phone calls from parents on a daily basis thanking us for our valued work with their children and what a difference it has made.

WHERE WE ARE TODAY

New Voices/New Visions is in the process of coming off of a short term sabbatical of a personal nature to re-ignite the belief and passion. We seek out talented artist and provide a support base through other artist to develop marketable theatrical productions. Collaboration with other arts organization is key to our success and we live by the old adage, “There is no theatre without the box office!”

Arts References

Linda McGlorin, North Carolina Arts Council / 919.733.2111

Sandy Landis, Kinston-Lenoir County Arts Council / 252.527.2517

Ron Celona, Joslyn Players / 760.340.3220 x107
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