
 

2005 
 A Significant Waypoint in Texas Caving 

The Year 2005 marks a significant 
waypoint in the world of Texas caving.  In 
September, 1955 the incredible portions of 
Mayfield Cave (Caverns of Sonora) had been 
discovered and in November, 1955 
representatives of the several Texas caving 
groups met in Austin to discuss seeking 
recognition from the NSS as a Region.  In 
between, members of the Balcones and UT 
groups had produced the first issue of what 
has become perhaps the longest-running 
caving publication in the Nation:  The Texas 
Caver.  Fifty years ago this month the first 
issue of The Texas Caver was published.  
The appearance of the Caver came at a time 
when there was much activity in Texas 
caving.  The various Texas cavers were about 
to unite under the wing of the NSS as the 
Texas Region, the wondrous portions of 
Mayfield Cave (Caverns of Sonora) were 
discovered only a few weeks before, and 
there was much optimism for the future of 
Texas caving.  Within a year, Texas cavers 
would hold their first annual convention at 
Rocksprings.  I don’t know that there has 
ever been a more exciting time in Texas 
caving. 

One of the things that made the Caver an 
instant success was the good humor 
exemplified by the art of Bill Helmer that 
appeared on the cover of the first 16 issues 
(see following page). 

Through the years, the Caver has had 
large excursions of fortune—good times as 
well as bad.  Up to about 1995 it was the 

ONLY means of mass communication for 
Texas cavers.  For most of its first 20 years, 
the Caver was published on a regular 
schedule and served nicely as a newsletter.  
After it became irregular in the late 1970s it 
never regained its former timeliness and TSA 
began to decline.  Some Editors and staff did 
a much better job than others.  In recent 
years, only the brief editorship of Mike 
Moore produced a Caver that was timely 
enough to actually serve as a newsletter.  
Fortunately, the TSA Activities Newsletter 
took up some of the slack in the '90s and, 
with the coming of the Internet, the 
availability of CaveTex was invaluable in 
holding a feeble TSA together for the past 
ten years.  The accompanying chart gives all 
the vital statistics of the Caver. 

When CaveTex went down in the 
aftermath of hurricane Rita at the same time 
as there had been no issue of the Caver for 
many months, it showed once again that 
communication is vital to a healthy 
organization. 

The history of Texas caving is both 
intricate and interesting.  This brief essay is 
but a tiny preview of all that awaits you 
when 50 Years Of Texas Caving is in your 
hands. 

 
— Carl Kunath 



 



 


