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Ed and Christy Collier - 2015 trip to Europe  

After a short flight from Little Rock to Dallas, this year's three week adventure began aboard a British Airways 

777 which left from DFW airport on April 24 and arrived at London's Heathrow on April 25.  Here we 

connected with a flight to Milan Italy where we began our first week at Lake Como which lies just north of 

Milan.    

The three weeks of travel was really three distinct trips consisting of Northern Italy's Lake Como, a 

personalized small group tour of the Luberon in Provence with fourteen travelers and two host, three days in 

the Normandy area, and two days in Paris. 

After a magical first week at Lake Como we boarded a train back to Milan where we connected with a 

southbound train to Geneva Switzerland.  Changing trains there we took a TGV (high speed) train from Geneva 

to Avignon France where we began our second week of travel. 

The second week was based in the village of Bonnieux where 

we joined a small group tour of Provence called "The Luberon 

Experience".  

Beginning week three we took another TGV high speed train 

from Avignon to Paris where we caught a commuter train to 

Normandy France.  We rented a car in Caen and spent three 

days there visiting the Omaha Beaches where the American 

soldiers helped liberate Normandy from the Nazi occupation 

during WWII, visited the old port city of Honfleur along the Normandy coast, toured the Forbes family Chateau 

and International Ballooning Museum in Balleroy and toured some of the beautiful Normandy countryside.  

While in Normandy we stayed at the Chambers' d'hôtel. This is a wonderful B&B in the rural village of Sallen.  

   

It would be very hard to choose the best part of the trip because of the diversity of the types of places 

included in our itinerary. The trip included planes, trains and automobiles, the use of two different romance 

languages, lots of Northern Italian, French country, Northern French, and Parisian food, all of which was 

excellent.  All of the people we met were very nice to us as Americans, and we were thanked by two people in 

Provence, and one person in Normandy for what American troops did to help France in WWII.  They have not 

forgotten their past. 
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Week One -Lake Como: Here we chose to stay at the small Hotel Olivedo in the town of Varenna just behind 

the ferry landing and a short distance from the commuter Train Station.    

Lake Como is said to be shaped like a man running, and runs North and South with the North end bordering   

Switzerland. Varenna is about half way up the East side of the lake, 

Bellagio is in the center, Menaggio is on the West side and the city 

of Como is on the forward foot's toe.  From our room at night we 

could see the lights of Bellagio and Menaggio. 

Transportation to the many towns around the lake is easy with a 

generous selection of ferries for cars and Motorships for foot 

travel. Como is twenty eight and a half miles long, the third-largest 

lake in Italy and is thirteen hundred (1300) feet deep. 

Varenna's romantic promenade hugs the shore of Lake Como.  

There are many interesting viewpoints, villas, restaurants and 

shops along the passerella (board walk), and it is a very romantic 

and safe to walk even at night. Our first two days were rainy giving 

the place a misty magical look.  We always enjoy walking and taking 

pictures on cloudy and rainy days. Christy and I love lakes and Lake Como proved to be one of the most 

beautiful places we have ever seen in all of our travels. Here are some of the many pictures we took.   

Hotel Olivedo - The same family has owned the hotel for four generations.  
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night view of towns  window shopping  

Promanade "Passerella" Walkway 
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Varenna 
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It is an easy and very scenic walk from the hotel to the town of 

Varenna, passing small shops, art galleries, restaurants and 

gelato shops along the way. 

The streets and walkways were very safe and in Varenna there 

were no crowds. There were car ferries, and passenger boats 

that stopped just outside of our hotel so we could visit all of 

the towns on the lake by water. 
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Menaggio 
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Bellagio 

 

 

 

Salmon omelet 
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Museum of Navigational Instruments - Bellagio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gianni Gini 

Gianni owns the Museum of Navigational 
Instruments housed in an ancient Observation 
tower just North of the town of Bellagio. We 
walked a mile or two north from Bellagio to visited 
this interesting museum and meet Gianni. 

During his life he has accumulated a vast collection 
of historical navigational instruments, sun dials, 
celestial instruments and other odd and 
interesting tools all dedicated to helping solve the 
elusive question all early day travelers faced of 
discovering "Where am I?"   
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Gardens near Varenna 
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Villa Melzi Garden near Bellagio 
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Some of Lake Como Boats 
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Leaving Varenna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


