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The Prez Sez

L

The Holiday season is upon us. We sincerely hope you and your family have agrea one.
Thanksgiving is right around the crner and we would like dl of you to come out for our
annual covered dish dinner during the November TARC meding. We dways have agoodtime
and some grea eds. Please remember to bring your toy for a child that is displacel doto the
recent hurricane events. Bring them to the Nov. meding and Jadk Malone has gradoudy
volunteaed to make sure they get mailed. Don't forget to put your QSL card in.

We should all take time to consider the things we ae thankful for during this sason. In 1621
the Pilgrims gave thanks for the fad their very lives were spared to that time. They had redly
suffered and many of them had died during the previous yea. The Indians had befriended them
and taught them many things about survival in their new world. Their cdebration feast included
Foul (Turkey), Venison (Dee), and Pumpkin among other things, and their Indian friends were
their guests. That cdebration was never intended to be remembered yea after yea but we dl

know that it has. Some of the things our club can be thankful for are you. You honor TARC by
being a member, by supparting your club, nets, and this publication. You suppat the TARC
financially and by volunteaing for the many projeds we do every yea. | am thankful to be
asciated with each and every one of you and to have been elected to serve the TARC.

Charlotte and | wish all of you avery Happy Holiday season.

73 de kebsme
Bob Sanford

-®_

New to the Family

Wow! October was a very busy month for the Tyler VE test team. More than seven
applicants showed up to take avariety of elements. It's very encouraging to seethis type of
adivity in the ham community. It seems many hams are dmering the newcomers and as they
pick up the mic and get excited about radio they go out and rearuit others. Just asit should be.

Congratulations to the new family members who made technician: Kent Davis of Tyler—
KE5GCR, Mark Taylor of Ben Wheder—KESGCQ, and Chad Wright of Arp—KESGCP.
Avon Bateman, KD5KIY, passd element three From Longview Vernon Dunn, KC5FQV,
upgraded to EXTRA! Way to go!! Next sesson will be held November 13.

Mark Roddy
ND5R

599

“If you wish to touch the sky, first you must stretch yourself upward!!”



L ocal Area

Nets

TARC 2 meter net on Mondays
a 8.00pm on the 147000
repeaer with an 885 tone. The
Net Control Committee is made
up o Robert Spainhour,
KD5ZRD; Don  Simonton,
K5LOW; and Tom Kennedy,
K5TDK.

ETECS net on the last Monday
of each month at 7:00pm on the
145210 repeaer with an 885
tone. Bob Sanford, KC5SMC is
Net Control.

Cherokee County ARC net on
Thursdays except the 1%
Thursday at 8:00pm on the
146.800- repeaer with a 1365
tone. Net Control rotates weekly.

Sidewinders on 2 net for those
with sideband capabilities on
Tues, Wed, Thurs a 9:00 PM
and Saturdays at 7:00am on the
frequency 144.250.

Longvievv ARC net on

Wednesdays at 8:30pm on the
147340+ repeder with a 1365
tone.

Boat Anchors

/,2
Editorial @/(

Where Do We Go From Here?

T herecent events surrounding Hurricane Katrina and Rita have brought to light several things
that need consideration for future events. With ead event that locd Amateurs participate in,
we must keep the things that work and change the things that dorit. As my bossloves to say,
“If you keep on doing the same things, then you'll keep getting the same results’. If | have
leaned one thing as a Ham, it's that Amateur Radio is always in flux, constantly changing to
med the times. Many of us tend to fight change feaing the unknown. Each successive
development makes us want to dg in our heds. We must allow ourselves to be dragged
screaming and kickinginto the future. ;)

Widespreal participation for any major event is a necessty. Locd Hams are the badbone of
any communications emergency. A small amount of timeisa cheg priceto pay for the radio
spedrum that we use. Providing your availability allows the scheduling coordinator to best
utili ze the avail able operators. The more Amateurs participating allow shorter shifts and better
coverage.

Preparation can save time when the cdl comes. Periodic chedking of radio equipment can
avoid failuresin time of need. Don't exped your equipment to function, check to make sure it
doesfunction. Antennas and plenty of them are anecessity for multiple sites. Don't depend on
mobile antennas to make the grade. Portable masts and base aitennas provide extended
coverage aeas. Long lengths of coax are needed for runs to high buildings or hill s,

Power supplies, badkup batteries and generators are esential to preparedness Both huricanes
proved that the power grid can not be depended upon in major incidents. Some things done
right include the 145.210 machine with generator badkup and the 147.000 machine with badup
batteries. We must individually maintain some type of badkup power system for future needs.

Cross-band repeding has proven to be dfedive in getting outside buil dings to hit the repeaers.
It can also be used to hit simplex channels at high power while mnserving HT batteries.
Planning and preparation must be a oncerted effort on the part of all of us to insure that when
the time comes we can al truly say “When all elsefails, Amateur Radio”.

The East Texas Emergency Communicaion Service net has been
moved to the 145.210. The time has also been changed to 7:00 PM.
Echolink will be annected to the repeater during the net to allow
check-ins from other courties. Please make naote of these changes.

The Art of Communication

W omen and cats dowhat they wish. Men and dags might as well get used to it-Heinlein



Shack
Spotlight
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Each month we will feature a
dtation picture. Please submit
your photos.

N50AR

To view the large photo of this
shack go to:
www.members.cox.net/groundwi

re

TARC
M ember ship

Updates

There ae airrently 69 members
of the TARC. Membership is
available to all licensed amateur
operators and those wishing to
bemme Hams or who have an
interest in the hobby.

Officer eledions are held at the
annual  meding in  May.
Membership dues are $2000
annually and are due by the June
meding. Dues are used to
suppat the st of the dub
repeders, Field Day and other
club events, and promoting the
hobby of the Ham Radio
Community.

ETECS notes

As| sat down to write this article, | redized that there were possbly more comments | could
make than time or spacewill alow. This has been a very interesting yea for our emergency
service organization. We have put in countless hours, so far this yea, in training, public service
and helping our served agencies. First, let me offer a sincere thanks to all operators for giving
of yourselves and taking time away from family to help out during al the events we have been
involved in recently. Seond, the training we have done over the past few yeas with exercises
and on-the-air material sure was evident in our preparedness and professonalism during the
recent events. The first lady to visit the aea Katrina, alowed us to exercise how quickly we
could respond. The seaond lady, Rita, helped us know what could be expeded or needed during
along-term situation. During Katrina we quickly responded to requests from the ARC for help
with sheltering operations. Of course no communications emergency was present locdly.
However, we helped get ARC shelters st up. We did provided communications suppart for the
Texas State Guard as they were adivated to provide shelter seaurity in the East Texas area
Many of our operators helped out in other counties. We dso had operators from other counties
helping us. It is very rewarding to know our folks are willing to help out as needed and that
emergency communications organizations in the aea ae available to help us. Spedal thanks
goes to Henderson and Van Zandt county operators that provide asdstance to us in Smith
County. | will save any other remarks for an after adion report meding. We will have an
ETECS meding soon to criti que our responses.

If you haven't done so, please read ARRL president Hayni€'s testimony starting on page 49 o
the November issue of QST. It pretty well sums up how | fed abou al of you and about Ham
operators worldwide. AVhen all else fails, Amateur Radio®.

| was thinking about the bodk of Job in the bible. God, in testing Job, made amighty wind
come and destroy Job's house. The house llapsed on Job's children, killing them all. You
would exped Job to charge God with wrongdoing but instead he made the statement #The Lord
gave and the Lord has taken away, may the name of the Lord be praised®. For everyone
aff ected by the recent events, an effort should be made to give thanks for what God has blesed
us with. We don't understand the wisdom of God as ome of these events unfold. After many
hardships placal on Job, God, in the end, richly blessed him. In this areg we were blessd by
not being tested as sverely as our neighbors to the south. Continue to pray for al of our fellow
Americans displacel by the storms.

John Newman
NOJN

John Newman, N9JN, is currently working on the schedule for the
Eyes and Ears program at the Broadway Square Mall. Listen to the
TARC 2 meter net on Monday for further updates. This is a
wonderful opportunity to get in some training haurs in emergency
communicaions.



TARC Meeting on
the third Thurs of
each month at 7:00
PM at Shiloh Road
Church of Christ.
See the TARC
website for a map
If neaded.
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Club Officers

Presi dent
KC5SMC Bob Sanford

VicePresident
KD5KI1Z Gaylen Gage

Sedetary/Treawrer
KE5ARK TaraWalker

Board Members

KC5UBM Robert Philli ps
KD5ZRD Robert Spainhour

&L

Extra, Extra

Dont forget to bring your new
unwrapped toy to the
Thanksgiving Dinner for the
ARRL Toy Drive. Let'sdl try to
make the Holiday season better
for the littlest victims of the
Hurricanes.

Article
Submisson

To submit  information for
columns or articles =nd to:
groundwire@cox.net

it

Morse M atters

Small CW transcevers go well with travel and badkpadking. On businesstrips, I've been
occasionally lucky enouch to get the time to make some ntads with my Eleaaft KX1. This
littl e radio is easy to assemble, and quite versatile. What follows are afew of my observations
after building and then operating this st for the last few months.

The KX1isasembled on asingle printed circuit board. For simplicity, the recever isasingle-
conversion design. Down conversion is to a low intermediate frequency of 4.915 MHz.
Seledivity for CW work is excdlent, as it derives from athreepoe aystal filter. I've dways
believed that the recaver is the most important of the radio, and the KX 1 recever is very quiet
and easy to listen to.

The DDS (dired digital synthesis) VFO with a aystal oscill ator providing the reference signal
exhibits good frequency stability and it covers many SWL bands as well as ham frequencies.
When transmitting, the DDS outputs the carier frequency to a three stage buffer. A single
transistor forms the final stage with power out averaging around 3 to 4 watts. A
microcontroller handles the functions of the radio and ties into the optional antenna tuner.
Band coverageisfor 40 and 20meters and an optional 30 meter board is avail able & well.

| can't recdl how many hours | spent assembling my KX1, but within a muple of months of
working very sporadicdly at it, the job was done. As with any radio kit, the key to successis
working slowly and deliberately, so | definitely took my time. The radio itself would be
impressve enough, but Eleaaft also added as an option a set of paddles that bolt diredly onto
the cae. With the internal AA battery pack, the KX1 stands as a totally self contained CW
radio that is perfedly suited to patable use.

Lots of contads can be had with the KX 1, and it is even cgpable of crossmode operating in the
SB portions of the bands it covers. | have had a lot of successfiring w this littl e radio and
seaching the QRP watering Ioles at 7.040and 14060 MHz. Because the filtering is 9 good,
running it during Field Day iseasy. With the internal ATU, you will be surprised at what the
KX1 can do with a simple random wire setup. With a resonant antenna, you can do amost as
well with it as you can with a®ig rig.°

This column will be my last one for the Groundwire. | am relocaing to Ft. Worth, and for a
number of reasons, it will not be possble for me to continue writing on a regular basis. My
hope isthat | might have contributed in some small way to generating interest in CW operating
and Morse mde. Thanksto Rusty, KD5YWD, Tara, KESBARK and the other columnists for the
gred jobthey have done in getting out this newsletter for the Tyler Amateur Radio Club.

73,
Don McNallen, W5EI

w LrELECRART KXL




Coming
Events

Nov 5

America
8:00AM.

Diabetes Walk for
d Bergfidd Park

Nov 17 TARC Thanksgiving
Covered Dish Dinner 6:30 pm at
the Shiloh Road Church of
Christ. Contad  Charlotte
Sanford, KD5BKC, to sign
your dish.

Nov 28 ETECS Net at 7:00pm
onthe 145210 repeder.

November
Birthdays

Happy birthday wishes to the

following club members
cdebrating a birthday in October.

Nov.8 Cad Barton, WB5CY S
Nov. 13 Ricky Cates, WA5RC

Nov. 18 Ella Greahouse,
KD5IJI

Nov. 28 Clifton Sherrod,
KD5UCY

If you have a birthday in
November that is not listed,
plesse m®ntad Tara Waker,
KE5ARK to update your record.

M ainstream News

@

Thefollowingis an excerpt from a column by John C. Dvorak in Nov 8, 2005issue of PC
Magazne.

" Two weeks after Hurricane Katrina, it was reported that over 100 Internet networks were still
down in Louisiana, as well as another dozen elsewhere that had been in the path of the
hurricane. So much for the notion that the Web isimpaossible to kill . Hard to have an Internet
with no power! WiMAX and ather solutions are useless, too, though | suppase agenerator
would be useful for WiMAX. Whatever the cae, the most overlooked participantsin the
Katrinarelief effort were the ham radio folks, who were doing whatever they could as ad hoc
emergency dispatchers, creaing their own network within the system. These dedicated persons
pride themselves on their abili ty to doworldwide communications under adverse conditions,
and the ARRL and its members, as well as others, were abig part of the ad effort. Of course,
sinceamateur radio is anything but trendy in today©s Xbox, gene-splicing world, there was zero
coverage of its contribution in the mainstream press and these people ae not the world©s
gredest self-promoters. At least some of us are paying attention. Good Work, guys! Bush
should be giving medalsto you all .°

There ae dso two good articles in Eledronic Design praising ham radio during the recent
storms. Listed below isthe aldressto view these aticles:
htt p://www.eleadesign.com/Articles/Articlel D/1116411164.html

http://www.eleadesign.com/Articles/Articlel D/1113611136.html

Thanks to John Arnold, W5CUD, for passng along this information.

Ll lem

For Sale, Want, or Trade

1. Yaesu FT-857HF thru 70cm all mode transceiver. Includes the foll owi ng:
DSP-2 Separation kit — Remote antrol mic — ATAS-100Antenna auto adjusting antenna—
Diamond K400 mount fits hatchbad or SUV badk doars — Extra mount — Comet CF706
Duplexer dlows all band on ATAS-100
The aove isin new condition with all boxes and manuals. Total cost new is $143400.
Asking $110000

2. Mosley Tri-band beam MP-33N  New in box, never been opened. Can be seen online &
http://www.mosley-eledronics.com/nshf multi .htm
10 meter 8.0 dbd— 15 meter 6.8 dbd— 20 meter 5.8 dbd— Front to bad ratio 20 b
SB-20KW-CW -12KW
Longest element, 26 ft 8 inches— Boom — 12ft — Weight assembled, 221bs approx
New is$48100 + shipping
Asking $40000, Modey beams are the best, no tuning just put together.

3. GarminGPSV gps unit
Includes $20000 software and unlock codes for US, stree level Maps.
Unit sell's new for $39900 with no software.
Asking $22500.



The Funny
Bone
Crimefor
Dummies

When the victim took the stand
in a tria against two men
acawsed o assaulting and
robking her, the district attorney
asked, 2Are the two perpetrators
of this terrible aime present in
the courtroom today?°

Before the victim could respond,
the two defendants raised their
hands and said, 2Here, Your
honor.©

Repeater
Notes

The upgrades to bah of the

TARC repeders will  be
thoroughly covered in the
Deeember issue of The
GroundWire. Ed  Wilkinson,

N1EW, will provide a detaled
article and pictures of the recet
additions to the repeaer ste.
Everyone neels to remember that
the suppat of the locd TARC
repeders is everyone's
responsibility. Thanks go out to
Ed, N1IEW, and Ricky, WA5RC,
for their many hours of repeaer
suppart.

Test Sessions are held
at the American Red
Cross Bldg on Riedk
Road at 2:00pm on
the 2" Sunday of each
month  except for
when it falls on a
holiday.

For Sale, Want, or Trade cont.

Contad Ricky Cates, WASRC, at wabrc@cox.net for any of the eoveitems.

M otorola Repeaer, Model C34MSY 3101BT

Trans Type CC4075C Ser# LA 1363Primary Power 120V Freq 444.700 103.5 tone
6-10 watts out at duplexers $15000 for repeaer and $100.00 for duplexers.
If interested. contad Carl Moss KC5II'S 903-839-3799.

1. Tube colledgion: Approximately 2000tubes of all brandsBTung Sol, RCA, Sylvania, and

more. Almost al are new in box. A small percentage is made up o pulls, but all arein
origina boxes and random testing showed all to be good Several hundred are paded in
four tube caldies, ead of which is in mint condition. Includes a Mercury portable tube
tester. $450.00 celivered in the Tyler/Longview area

2. Grounding Kit: Polyphaser with wall/ earth mount copper panel and accesories. New in
box. $65.00.

Heéeth Kit SB-614 station controll er. $40.00
Hitachi V-152B oscill oscope 15 MHz $30.00
Gonset Communicator lunchbox 2-meter xcvr. No mic or power cord. $30.00

Hustler RM-40 and RM-75 resonators with mast. $20.00

N o 0o~ W

. Motorola SyntorX 800MHz trunk mount xcvr. New with power harness spe&ker, and

microphone. Includes 10 Syntor scanning control headsbsome complete, some for parts.
$75.00

8. Andrew 7/8-inch herd line, 100+ feet. $50.00

O. MFJ Code Tutor $25.00

10. Radio Shack HTX-245 2meter/70cm HT 700mw on internal batteries, 1 % watt on 6
volt car power adapter (included). SMA to BNC antenna adapter harness external PTT
mic, 5/8-wave mag mount antenna. Wide band recave, tone. $65.00

Contad Tom Kennedy, K5TDK, 903-291-0799 a tomdken@cox.net.



SOS

To help new members get to
know club members, we ae
asking al members to wea a
name tag, a shirt, or a hat, with
their name and cdl signonit. If
you real a name tag, Michad
York, NSOAR can make one for
around $500. You may emall
him at n5oar @cox.net.

Jamboree on the Air a Big Successfor East Texas Area
Council and Tyler Amateur Radio Club

On Saturday October 15" the Tyler Amateur Radio Club and East Texas AreaCourxil, Boy

Scouts of America teamed up to provide the aub scouts of the Cherokee Trace district an
opportunity to experience Ham Radio first hand.

The Cub Scout event, Mom and Me, for Longview and Greg County was held at the George W
Pirtle Scout Reservation on Lake Murval, TX. During the event, Ronnie Jadkson of the Tyler
Amateur Radio Club set up and operated his ham radio, and gave both cubs and their moms an
introduction to Ham Radio. During the event over 100 cub scouts were @leto talk to ather cub
scouts and adult |eaders throughout the cuntry.

aVe have been looking for a way to take this program to the scouts, instead o setting yp
somewhere and getting them to come to us. By mixing the event with an already scheduled
district event, we can expase more dildren to the ham radio hobby®, Ronnie was quoted as
saying. 3Ve ae hoping to sponsor three adiviti es throughout the East Texas AreaCouncil for
next yea®.

The Jamboreeon the Air is held during the third Saturday in October eat yea, and advertised
in both Scouting Magazne, and QST Magazne, published by the American Radio Relay
League. Activity patches for scouts and scouters who participate can be purchased through
your locd council office or the BSA National Office

From the Public Service Coordinator

The smith County Diabetes Association will have their annual aVak For Diabetes® on

Saturday morning, November 5". Check-in is at 8:00 AM; the walk starts at 9:00 AM and will
last about two hours. Come out Saturday morning to Bergfeld Park and join the fun.

The Tyler Amateur Radio Club and East Texas Emergency Communications Service, Inc. have
used this and ather events for training purposes for several yeas. The types of communication
caried out in these valks®, Face?, and &ides® serve to train al of usin the at of emergency
communicdions.

Although, all of out ETECS members performed wonderfully in the recent hurricane shelter
operations auppat, we do not neal to stop training. The more training that we receve , the
more proficient we will be in atime of crisis when we may not have time to think about what
we need to da Our adions should be to respond to various emergencies as a reflex adion.
Only training and pradicewill give usthisinstant resporse.

Seeyou Saturday morning.
Gaylen Gage

KD5KIZ
Smith County R.A.C.EES. CLO



The GroundWire is
available via email
in PDF format.
Submit your email
address for
monthly delivery.

Tyler Amateur
Radio Club

P O Box 6393
Tyler, TX 75711

Rusty Walker
KD5YWD, Editor
Kd5ywd@aol.com

TaraWaker
KE5ARK, Layout
Keb5ark@aol.com

Don Henderson
WD5JLE,
Photographer
dhenderson@tyl er.net

The opinions expressd in each
of the articles are solely those of
the author and ae not the
opinions of the Tyler Amateur
Radio Club.

The Tyler Amateur Radio
Club for the benefit of its
members, the Ham Radio
Community and its served
agencies  publish  the
GroundWire monthly.

Major Changesto Monday Night 2 M eter Net

As many of you are aware, Gordon Martin - WA5GM, has gepped down as the net control
operator for the TARC 2 meter Monday night net. The TARC has been truly fortunate to have
people like Diana and Gordon Martin, who for the last 15 yeas, worked tirelessy every
Monday night as net control.

No one can replacethat dynamic duo, and we ae not even going to try. The TARC board
members have aeaed a®Net Committee®that will overseethe operations of the Monday Night
Net. Currently, Robert Spainhour + KD5ZRD, is the chairman for the Net Committee
Current Net Control operators are Tom Kennedy + KSTDK and Don Simonton + K5LOW, who
are working alternate weeks as net control.

Our main goal for the Monday Night 2 Meter Net isto provide aquality club net that promotes
amateur radio. We hope to acemplish this by providing locd news and updates to the amateur
radio community of East Texas by passing locd traffic, as well as provide adworld-wide®view
regarding Ham radio by broadcasting ARRL Audio News' weekly update.

Another goal we hope to achieve, is to give TARC members an oppatunity to gain valuable
experience ather by operating as net control, or by assisting net control by re-broadcasting the
ARRL Audio News.

The hope is that we can have threeto five net control operators, as well as threeto five ARRL
Audio News assistants. By doing this, each Ham radio operator would be given an oppatunity
to gain red-world experience working a net. At the same time, this will allow other operators a
chanceto take abreak from operating the net, and all ow them to just participate in the net.

Whether you want to jump right in or slowly gain experience, we would love to have you join
the net committee Whether you want to work as net control, or just assst with ARRL Audio
News, you will not only improve your amateur radio skills, but also feel a grea sense of
acomplishment by having worked on the net. Anyone interested in helping with the TARC
Monday night 2 meter net can contact Robert Spainhour at robspainhour @yahoo.com .

Come on and join the fun!

Member Updates

Ricky Cates, WABRC, continues to reauperate & home. After further testing, he is not a

candidate for a lung transplant. He is on some new medications and is exploring his options.
Please ontinue to kegy him and Lindain your thoughts and prayers.

Bruce Greahouse, KB5MVP, is out of the hospital. He is how at home remvering from a
mild heat attack. Please keegp him and Ellain your thoughts and prayers.



