PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Proclaimers Gospel Quartet Fund for Christian Youth is accepting applications for aid beginning Monday, April 26, 2004.  The application process closes once the Fund’s annual distribution has been committed (likely by June 1, 2004, if not sooner) so applicants are encouraged to submit their request early.  Applications will be registered as of the date of submission (either postmark or date-in-hand for applications delivered to the Foundation Office).  The Foundation’s Grants Committee will disperse funds on a first-come basis to those organizations whose applications are complete and provide evidence of financial need.

The Fund’s annual distribution supports Christian youth and Christian youth groups needing financial assistance in order to attend or to participate in Christian service-related events, for example (but not limited to), attendance at camps, educational events or other church or community service activities.  Official announcement of the availability of funds will be made April 23rd at the 3rd Annual Harold Board Memorial Sing.

To be considered for financial aid, 

1) Send a brief (not exceeding two pages, preferably a single page) letter of inquiry (using the format that follows) including: 

· For a group – The name of the Applicant organization (church or non-profit agency) OR for an individual – The name of the sponsoring church, sponsoring church youth group or sponsoring non-profit agency that is submitting the application on the individual’s behalf and willing to serve as sponsoring organization to receive the aid.

· The letter should briefly (one paragraph) describe the opportunity for which aid is needed (camp, educational event, etc.) and discuss how much the opportunity will cost, how much aid is needed (including also how much the applicant will personally supply towards the need).

2) Attach to the Letter of Inquiry two letters supporting the request and confirming the applicant’s financial need.  These must be provided at the time of application by the Applicant organization; the application is not considered complete until these are delivered.  One letter should be from the applicant organization’s Pastor (or person in a similar supervisory capacity of the sponsoring non-profit (i.e., director) or governmental agency (i.e., case worker) if the applicant is not a church).  The second letter should be from the Youth Leader (or person in similar position of authority if no such specific position exists, i.e., teacher, for ex.) verifying the applicant’s need for requested funds.    

Sample letter of inquiry:

The Proclaimers Gospel Quartet Fund c/o PACF

P O Box 1762

Parkersburg, WV  26102-1762

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to request aid for [NAME OF APPLICANT ORGANIZATION or NAME OF INDIVIDUAL AS SPONSORED BY NAME OF ORGANIZATION] to attend [NAME AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF OPPORTUNITY, INCLUDING EVENT DATES, COST and LOCATION].  This aid is necessary because [DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT’S FINANCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES CAUSING REQUEST FOR AID, and identifying any aid already raised in support of the venture from others.]  

My two letters of verification are attached.

[letter closing]

