SENIOR SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON PLAN - Unit III

Political Science 

Textbook Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Objective Test Section

Knowledge 

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Political Continuum
	Anarchy
	Totalitarianism
	Democracy

	2
	Aristocracy
	Monarchy
	Theocracy
	Plutocracy

	3
	Fascism
	Ochlocracy
	Suffrage
	Citizen

	4
	Political Efficacy
	Ideology
	Registration
	Constitutionalism

	5
	Limited Government
	Federalism
	Separation of Powers
	Checks & Balances

	6
	Unalienable Rights
	Popular Sovereignty
	Initiative
	Referendum

	7
	Recall
	Proportional Representation
	Apportionment
	Gerrymandering

	8
	Poll Tax
	Literacy Tests
	Multiparty
	Faction

	9
	Interest Groups
	Incumbent
	Lame Duck
	Dark Horse

	10
	Caucus
	Off-year Elections
	Primary Election
	Open / Closed

	11
	Propaganda
	Public Opinion Polls
	Straw Poll
	George Gallup

	12
	Platform
	Plank
	Litmus Test
	Grassroots Campaign

	13
	Equal Time Doctrine
	Sound Bite
	PACs
	Soft Money

	14
	Polling Place
	Precinct
	Ward
	Australian Ballot

	15
	Absentee Ballot
	Plurality
	Run-off
	Convention

	16
	Keynote
	Nomination
	General Election
	Sectionalism

	17
	Red & Blue States
	Straight Ticket
	Electoral College
	Pardon

	18
	Constituency
	Mandate
	Patronage
	Cabinet

	19
	President pro tempore
	Majority/Minority Leaders
	Whip
	Bipartisan

	20
	Coalition
	Consensus
	Lobbyists
	Pork Barrel

	21
	Logrolling
	Gridlock
	Censure
	Impeachment


Comprehension 

1 
What are the major differences between the many varieties of Totalitarian governments? (Oligarchy, Theocracy, Monarchy, Autocracy, Plutocracy, Dictatorship, Fascism, etc.) 

2 
What elements of the Magna Carta were eventually "handed down" to the American political philosophy? 

3 
What elements of the English Petition of Right became principles of American political philosophy? 

4 
How has the franchise in America been extended since our discovery that "all men are created equal"? 
5 
Why did the framers of our Constitution choose a Bicameral legislature rather than a Unicameral or Parliamentary congress? 

6 
What does it really mean to be a Republican, Democrat, or Independent? 

7 
In what ways does the 2-Party system both benefit and fail us? 

8 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of a multi-Party system? 

9 
What are the current U.S. Cabinet positions, who are the Secretaries, and what are their responsibilities? 

10
Why does the prospect of term limits cause so much controversy?

Application 

1 
What would be the most likely forms of government used by the earliest cultures? 

2 
Why did Aristotle believe that Democracy would result in Ochlocracy? 

3 
What advantages and disadvantages does the Parliamentary system have, compared to American democracy? 

4 
Do Americans underestimate the power and value of Third parties? 

5 
Should elections be decided on the basis of issues or on presentation? 

6 
What are the dangers for a candidate of placing too much emphasis on either Domestic or Foreign Policy? 
7 
What are the most important Nonpartisan issues in America today? 

8 
How much power do the House Majority and Minority Leaders have? 

9 
Name 5 major Entitlement programs that exist in America today. What problems were they created to resolve? What new problems have they created? 

Subjective Test Section

Analysis 

1 
When determining a person's citizenship for voting rights, should the qualification be based jus sanguinis or jus soli? 

2 
How have the meanings of the concepts "Republican" and "Democrat" changed over the years of U.S. history? 

3 
Do single-issue parties or candidates detract from our ability to choose wisely? 

4 
In what ways is the relatively-new practice of Early Voting changing our political structure? 

Evaluation 

1 
How close to Aristotle's feared Ochlocracy is our current system? 

2 
Has the Federal Bureaucracy gotten too large? Would Thomas Jefferson or Franklin Roosevelt agree with your position on this? 

3 
Much has been written about California's consideration of extending the franchise to 14-year olds. Some have suggested that the votes should be counted as half or one-quarter of a vote. What is your opinion on this subject? 

4 
In what ways do the media intentionally distort our concepts of Democrat, Republican, Liberal, Conservative, and Independent? 

5 
Under the Constitution (and its Amendments), the President is the only one who has them.  How would you feel about Term Limits for Congressmen, Senators, and Supreme Court Justices? 

6 
Should our Supreme Court Justices be Strict Constructionists, or Loose Constructionists? 

7 
Do special Interest Groups do more harm or good in our society? 

8 
Has America completely eliminated the Spoils System from our political structure, or would Andrew Jackson feel right at home today? 

Synthesis 

1 
What form of government might a group of nuclear-war survivors be likely to choose? 
