WORLD CULTURES II - Lesson Plan  ‑ Unit 1 

Prehistory and Early Civilizations
Textbook Chapters & Sections: 1 & 2 (all)

Objective Test Section

KNOWLEDGE
	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Paleontology
	Archaeology
	Anthropology
	Climate

	2
	Carbon 14
	Artifact
	Hominid
	Australopithecus

	3
	Homo Erectus
	Neanderthal
	Homo Sapiens
	Cro‑Magnon

	4
	Neolithic Revolution
	Alluvium
	Cultural Diffusion
	Anarchy

	5
	Theology
	Eponymous
	Scribe
	Shaman

	6
	Artisan
	Dynasty
	Empire
	Infantry & Cavalry

	7
	Cataracts
	Nubia
	N'r M'r (Menes)
	Slate Palette

	8
	Papyrus
	Hieroglyphics
	Rosetta Stone
	Amon‑Re

	9
	Horus
	Osiris
	Anubis
	Isis

	10
	Seti
	Ankh
	Scarab
	Mastaba

	11
	Pyramid
	Cenotaph
	Sphinx
	Pharaoh

	12
	Zozer
	Snefru
	Khufu (Cheops)
	Hyksos

	13
	Amenhotep IV
	Nefertiti
	Tutankhamen
	Ramses II

	14
	Exodus
	Manetho
	Mesopotamia
	Cuneiform

	15
	Stylus
	Sumer
	Semite
	Marduk

	16
	Ziggurat
	Gilgamesh
	Amorites
	Babylon

	17
	Hammurabi
	Mari Letters
	Yahweh
	Abraham

	18
	Torah
	Moses
	Israel
	Philistine

	19
	Saul
	David
	Solomon
	Holy Days

	20
	Assyria
	Chaldeans
	Arameans
	Phoenicia

	21
	Zarathustra
	Medes
	Monsoon
	Harappa

	22
	Aryans
	Sanskrit
	Vedas
	Ramayana

	23
	Caste System
	Pariah
	Sanatana Dharma
	Karma‑Samsara

	24
	Brahma
	Krishna
	Shiva
	Avatar

	25
	Siddhartha Gautama
	Asceticism
	Nirvana
	Loess

	26
	Agglutinative
	Calligraphy
	Kung‑fu tzu
	Lao‑tzu

	27
	Shang
	Qin
	
	


COMPREHENSION

1
What was earliest Man's highest priority?

2
What are the 4 basic characteristics by which we can identify a civilization?

3
What are the key components of Culture?

4
Trace the development of writing, from Pictograms, to Ideograms, to Phonograms, to the Alphabet.
5
What is the Ultimate Question?

6
Why did Herodotus call Egypt the "Gift of the Nile"?

7
How did the Sumerians come up with a Base 60 number system?

8
What is Ethical Monotheism, and how is it different from other religions?

9
Why are the Hebrew Holy Days (Hannukah, Purim, Passover, Yom Kippur, and Rosh Hashana) so vitally important to them?

10
Why did Nebuchadnezzar build the Hanging Gardens of Babylon?

11
How did the Spiny Murex turn into a major economic resource?

12
Why does "China" mean "Middle Kingdom"?

13
How can we reasonably differentiate between someone’s article of faith and that which should be considered a “myth”?

APPLICATION

1
Make a chart of the Eras of Earth's development, showing the advancement of life in each Era.

2
Make a chart showing the 9 basic climate regions on Earth, and give an example of each type.

3
Make a chart of the 5 major stages of Man's development, showing the dates they dominated, their special qualities, and the contributions they made to the advancement of humanity.

4
Are you descended from an ape?

5
How did pyramids develop from mastaba?  What was the role played in this process by the fallen pyramid at Meidum, and the bent pyramid at Dashur?

6
Make a chart that shows the 5 Ages of Egyptian History, including rulers, cultural developments, and the conflicts of each Age.

7
Why does Chinese history follow a circular pattern?

8
What effect does isolation have on the development of culture (as in China)?

9
Why did the first civilizations spring up in river valleys (Nile, Tigris/Euphrates, Indus, Yellow)? 

10
What does the Egyptian concept of the Afterlife tell you about their culture?  How about the Sumerian Land of No Return, Hindu Samsara, Buddhist Nirvana, or Christian Heaven & Hell?

Subjective Test Section

ANALYSIS

1
What is your answer to the Ultimate Question?

2
What are the strengths and weaknesses of relying on oral traditions for our history?

3
What similarities and differences do you notice in the Creation or Hero stories of these cultures?

4
Make a chart comparing the 4 geographic areas in this unit, ranking them by the extent to which they were isolated from outside influence.  Show the benefits gained from isolation, the benefits gained from interaction, and place them on some sort of continuum to show how far they are apart in terms of relative isolation.  Why did both isolated and interactive cultures develop highly?

5
What similarities and differences are there in the Codes of Law we studied in this unit and those we live by every day?

6
Why did the Egyptians fail so long at creating a "good" pyramid, and what was the critical development that allowed them to succeed?

7
How is it that the Sumerian number system is now applied to our Geography and Timekeeping methods?
8
What events in daily life make Ethical Monotheism difficult for some people to accept?

9
According to the tenets of Hinduism, why do bad things happen to good people?  What does Christianity teach about this?

10
Why will some Hindus not eat cows or squash bugs?

11
Why don't Buddhists drink alcohol or take drugs?

12
Why did the ancient Chinese call the Yellow River the "Great Sorrow"?

13
If you visited a culture that worshipped ancestors, what aspects would you expect to be quite different from our own?

14
What similarities do you notice among the religions we have studied so far?

15
What can a good anthropologist (like you) tell us about the values and culture of Ptah-hotep from the instructions he left to his son?

16
From your chart of Earth's Eras, it appears that not only is progress occurring, it is picking up speed all the time.  Why is that, and what effect does it have on the quality of human life?

17
Did the circular pattern of Chinese history occur because the emperors were ignorant, or for some other reason?  If you were the new emperor, what would you do to break the cycle?

18
Compare and contrast the Hymn to Amon-Re with the Hymn to the Aton.  

19
Compare and contrast the Hymn to the Aton with the 104th Psalm.

20
Look carefully at the picture of the slate palette of N'r M'r and explain the meaning of each of the 
   major symbols.


21
In what ways are the stories of Utnapishtim and of Noah similar and different?  How do you explain these similarities and differences?

22
Is there any possible way that the Chaldeans (or anyone else for that matter) could use divination to ascertain the future?

EVALUATION

1
In what ways might someone misinterpret the meaning of an artifact?

2
If "Man is a reflective being", then how do we account for all the foolish errors that have been made by people in history who should have known better?

3
Is Ethical Monotheism the ultimate in religious thought?

4
If you thought about Analysis #9, which religion's answer seems to make more sense to you?

5
Based on what you know about Application #10, which would be the most enjoyable culture in which to live, other than your own?

6
Evaluate the statement, "There is no isolation in the development of thought".

7 
Based on the thoughts in Analysis #4, is it better to live in an isolated culture, or an interactive one?

8
In what ways is the Russian Cyrillic alphabet superior to the one used in English?

9
Many cultures interpret the "will" of god.  Is it possible that some cultures rationalize that it is the will of god when events coincide with their desired outcome, and that it is the punishment of god when they don't get what they want?  If so, how can we truly know what god's will is?

SYNTHESIS

1
Write a Hero Story in the tradition of these ancient cultures.  Include all the characters and elements from the outline in your notebook, and what you learned in this unit.  (Bonus if it's poetic!)
2
Write your own law code for teenagers that will address the 5 most important problems faced by young people today, provide punishments for violations, and will help them become better people.

3
Create your own theory about the afterlife, describing it as fully as possible, and telling how striving for that goal would effect our behavior in daily life.

4
Write a story about an isolated culture that suddenly has interaction with a very different culture.  Use your Matrix to help make your fictional culture believable.

