WORLD CULTURES II  -  Lesson Plan -  Unit 4 

The Middle Ages (fall of Rome to 1337)
Textbook Chapters & Sections:  5, 6, 7, 8, & 9; 10 (1 & 2)

Objective Test Section

KNOWLEDGE

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Clovis
	Wu-Ti
	Justinian
	Codex Vetus

	2
	Belisarius
	Hagia Sophia
	Danes
	Chivalry

	3
	Page
	Esquire
	Knight (-errant)
	Uther Pendragon

	4
	Merlin
	Ygraine
	Caliburn
	Sir Kay

	5
	Mt. Badon
	Guenever
	Launcelot
	Excalibar

	6
	Camelot
	Gawain
	Tristram & Isolde
	Perceval

	7
	Modred
	Galahad
	Seige Perilous
	Avalon

	8
	Thomas Malory
	Chess
	Lombards
	Franks

	9
	Majordomo
	Mohammed
	Hegira
	Q’ran

	10
	Mecca
	Omayyad
	Caliph
	"Greek Fire"

	11
	Edda
	Saga
	Runes
	Ymir

	12
	Odin
	Asgard
	Valhalla
	Valkyrie

	13
	Thor
	Loki
	Ragnarok
	Druids

	14
	Feudalism
	Manor
	Serf
	Freedman

	15
	Charles Martel
	Tours
	Iconoclasts
	Venerable Bede

	16
	Pepin the Short
	Abbasid
	Gregorian Chant
	Kiev

	17
	Granada
	Carloman
	Roland
	Harun al-Rashid

	18
	Charlemagne
	Holy Roman Empire
	Aix la Chappelle
	Machu Picchu

	19
	Treaty of Verdun
	Riurik
	Varangians
	Iceland

	20
	Alfred
	Angles & Saxons
	Arabesque
	Picts & Scots

	21
	Cordoba
	Yen-ching
	Flanders
	London Bridge

	22
	Hugh Capet
	Vladimir
	Beowulf
	Maya

	23
	Yucatan
	Leif Ericson
	Ethelred the Unready
	Jaroslav the Wise

	24
	Canute
	Duncan
	Edward the Confessor
	Westminster Abbey

	25
	William of Normandy
	Domesday Book
	El Cid
	Council of Clermont

	26
	Tower of London
	Acre
	Anselm
	Ontological Proof

	27
	Scholasticism
	Geoffrey
	Henry II Plantagenet
	Thomas á Becket

	28
	Frederick Barbarossa
	Eleanor of Aquitaine
	Campanile of Pisa
	Coeur-de-Lion

	29
	Chartres
	John Lackland
	Genghis Khan
	Jesters

	30
	Francis of Assisi
	Runnymede
	Leprosy
	Innocent III

	31
	Alexander Nevski
	Roger Bacon
	Michael Palaeologus
	Marco Polo

	32
	Thomas Aquinas
	Dante Alighieri
	Babylonian Captivity
	Robert Bruce


COMPREHENSION

1
Why do we have so much more information about Arthurian legends than we do about Norse mythology?

2
How did the withdrawal of the Romans create a power vacuum in Britain?

3
Why did Arthur choose to have a Round table?

4
What was at issue in the long-running Monothelite controversy?

5
Why would Louis the Pious destroy the collection of German epic poems his father had saved?

6
Why did Scheherezade tell the stories of "1001 Nights"?

7
What events led to the schizm between the Roman & Eastern Churches in 1054?

8
What is the significance of the Bayeux tapestry?

9
Why did Gregory VII "humiliate" Henry IV at Canossa?

10
Why was Pierre Abelard's pro-Christian book Sic et Non unacceptable to the Church?
APPLICATION

1 
What might be considered a modern-day "holy grail"?

2
Why did "Arabic numerals" come from India?

3
Why was there so much development in music during this era?

4
Why did the Church begin the canonization of Saints about 993 AD?

5
What benefits did Pope Urban II hope to obtain by calling for a Crusade in 1095?

6
What advantages did the windmill provide?

7
How is "Sumer is icumen in" similar to "Brother John"?

Subjective Test Section

ANALYSIS

1
In what ways is the term, "The Dark Ages" both relevant and inappropriate?

2
How might Stonehenge actually have been built, considering the methods available at the time?

3
Who would you consider a modern "knight-errant"?

4
Why did St. Boniface chop down the Donar Oak?

5
How did the Treaty of Verdun undo Charlemagne's life's work?

6
In what ways did Guido d'Arezzo improve music in the Middle Ages?

7
In how many ways did the Battle of Hastings change life in England?

8
What is the moral of the story, "The Pied Piper of Hamlin"?

9
What are the recognizable characteristics of Romanesque architecture?


10
What are the recognizable characteristics of Gothic architecture?

11
Why were Jews massacred on the occasion of Richard I's coronation?

12
In what ways did Gregory's humiliation of Henry at Canossa backfire?

EVALUATION

1
Could modern man succeed under a law code as simple as Justinian's?

2
As a Medieval economist, explain why a Crusade might be a good move for the Church, but not so good for the European social order.

3
Is it true, in modern society, that "Chivalry is dead"?

4
In what way is the Treaty of Verdun connected to World War I ?

5
Does the song "London Bridge is falling down" have more meaning than we usually imagine?

6
Does the song "Ring Around the Rosie" have more meaning than we usually assume?

7
Compare the major events of Shakespeare's "Macbeth" with the actual history behind it.  What liberties does the author take with reality?

8
What might explain the fact that Europe was going through a "Dark Age" while the American continents were enjoying a very high level of civilization?

9
If you were compiling a modern-day "Domesday Book", what information would you want to gather, and why?  What kinds of unusual questions does our census ask?

10
How good a love story could be written about the life of Eleanor of Aquitaine?

11
Would modern men willingly abide by the code devised by Francis for his monks?

12
What living individual seems most likely, to you, to eventually be canonized?

13
If our most recent 5 Presidents had subtitles like so many of the characters in this unit (i.e. ...the Great, ... the Unready, ... the Confessor), what would those subtitles be, and why?

SYNTHESIS

1
Write a "legendary" story, either in the style of the Norse Eddas or Arthurian Legend, that shows a character, engaged in an adventure, behaving by rules you consider "chivalrous".

2
Write a brief counterfactual history of Europe that supposes Charles Martel lost at Tours.

3
Draw a piece of artwork in the Arabesque style. 

4
Write a story in the style of one of the "Arabian Nights" tales.

5
Compose a musical piece that might have been written during this period (you are permitted to use


modern instrumentation).

