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THE PHELPS FAMILY

Robert W. Barnes

Thc puryose oI this article is to construct a family history of the Phelps fam;x -
Anne Arundel Cotlltt iy t\e lgn-e. "l fuatng the parents of Ez.ekiel Pietp; ,X"
ryayt9d Maryar(itWatkins in 1794. Althouglt the pa.rents of Ezekiel hsve norfi
definitety been identifie4 this account daes present a possible solution tofi
problem, and gives information on the early generations.

1st Generatiou

1. WALTET.-PIIELPS, progettor, wq-b..c.r63.9. gg gryg.]:ir agg as67 in r.lo6
and 79 in 1718.' He may be the Walter Phelps who, with William Godby, glov{
ou 13 $gg. L660, was bound to Edward Hope, grocer, to serve four years il
Viroinin."

He was in Maryland by 7 June 1673 when Hubert Lambert of South River
conveyed to him 100 a. of land" part of 500 a. laid out for Ann Covill, widow.3

On 18 Sept. !676 when he was listed among the debts of Daniel Taylor of Anne
Arundel Co.' [It is not clear whet]er Phelps was a creditor or a debtor-RWB1

He had Mark Client bound to him on 13 Oct. L679 for 5 years in Maryland.s

Walter Phelps of Anae_$ggg[g[ Co., MD, immigrated to MD with his wifc
Elizabeth a,ud mothe(Rebecca $d three other persons, aod-* 1680 Pholps
claimpd land for their\nffi1t'Oifition. Mark Clyant was one of the three pcr.
sons.o.

On 20 May./,703 Walter Phelps and Sitt.[?] Welsh appraised the estate of John
Gather. Sr.'

Walter Phelps m. Elizabeth Benson. He was buried 5 May 1719, gnd she wa.s
buried 18 Aue. 1706. both in All Hallows Parish. Anne Arundel Co." They wcrc
the parents of the following children:

+ 2. Walter. b. 17 June 16E0

+ 3. William, b. L3 Sept.1682.

+ 4. John, b. r June 16Sa. 
, ,),.lJr^ 

7

5. George, b. 18 May 1689. =:'

6. Elizabeth, b. May 1-693, bur. 12 AprrlI703.e

l. Eeiiiirnin. b.5 uuc. id,-t i / ' / '1-n 2

8. .]cseph, tr. I aug. L698, brptized 1-5 Aug., and buried 16 Aug. 1698.10
I 9. Charles, t:. 17 Oct. 1699

.'

2nd Generation

t fgn PHELPS, Jr., son of {4lter and Elizabet\ was b. 17 June 1680,

Urq 9l"l? q" 1^?ff . t702." On L April 1701 he witnessed the will of
Eastall of A. A. Co.

March 1728 Ralph Bazel of A. A. Co. made a will nqrning "Ruth wife of
: Phelps, Sr." (8:6:83) Walter Phelps m. Ruth (N) [Could this be Rose
Walter Phelps and Rose Bazil were m.2Jan L7n.l.

1740 Walter Phelps testified in a land 66mmis5isn, gving his age as 61-.
firwar "videotly 

tt4l living in March L760ll when as '\Malter Phelps, Sr'," he

F*B 
age as c.80'^"

flalter and Mary had the following children:

+ 10. Walter, b. L4 Sept. 1703, bapt. ?n Aug. 1704, m.9 Jan. LTT|,Mary
Bazil.^'

11. Richard" b. 13 April 1706, bapt. 12 Sept. 771l.Ls

1 l2.John, bapt. 12 Sept. L7L'J..\6 He m. by ban''s 15 Sept. 1730, Sarah Bazil,

L3.Mary,bapt.ir2Sept. 171-1.17 She m. Richard Poole on 24Feb. L730

L4.Elizabetb,bapt. 18 May L719.r8 (If she were a daughter of Walter by
his 1st wife, she could have been born an] fime prior to L7L7, and
baptized :m1719).

Walter and Rose/Ruth were the parents of the following childreu:

+ 15. Ball, s. of Walter and Rose [sic, bapt. 1-8 May 1779.re

16. Ruth, bapt. 15 May t72230

l-7. William, b. 13 July 172-(?),bapt.2LOct.t724.2L

18. George, b.4 July 1730 (,\ p.45).22

3,WILLIAM PHELPS, son of Walter and Elizabetll was born li] Sept. 1682,
md married Elizabeth Cheney on 8 Aug. fiA6.F,lizabeth, wife of Wj!ia-, was
buried 1,2 Sept. 1711. He married 2nd, Rachel (N) on 11 Dec. L7t8.^

lnAugust 1738 he made a deposition in a land commissisq gui"g hit age as 56.
hIeb.,,#738/9 he made another deposition and named himself as "son of

m Phelps died leaving a will dated 12 July 1748, proved 20 Aug. L748
inting his wife executrl4 and naming his sons Richard, John, Benjamin,
ariah a; d lYilliam. His wll trp.ncd tracts: Pkebs' Ad,:enture on Flat Creek

f Branch, andtherapperParf. Samuel Day, Clark Cromweil and Eiizabeth Cneney
lrere witnessos."

0n26 Dec. 1748 his estate was inventoried bySamuel Day andJoseph Coward
utdvalued at 1112.18.1. Walter Phelps and John Phelps siped as kin, and Mrs.
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8:Elizzbeth,bapt. lli Dec.LTfi;she was not in her father's will.4

29.John

30. George.

31. Joseph.

JOHN PHELPS, s, pf Walter and Mary Cheney, was b. by 1711, and m. Sarah
zill on 9 A'rg. 1730.-'," He is probably the'5ohn Phelps, Sr.," who gave his age

fflJilz n u-Jil,r,rr,n.o2-ioh"'*d S-#"h in-."ti n 
"r"'th" 

parents 6f u .oo,
"i.'+ 32.Jobab. 8 April I73L.43

ts,BhZL PHELPS, son of Walter and Rose [sic], was baptized on 18 May
L7I9! He died leaving a will dated 12 Au9.1760, proved 18 Oct. 1760, naming
bls wife Leah, his three sons Edwar4 Bazil and Gatler, -6 -safisning an
unborn child. His wife was to be the executri4 and,$e will was witnessed by
Richard Poole, George Phelps, and William Beard."'

His wife Leah was probably a daughter of Edward and Rachel Gaitler, and
seerns to have m.2nd, (N) Kirkland.

0n 5 May 1761 his estate was appraised by Joseph Kenard and Benjami.'
Williams, and valued at 1153.19.10. Walter Phelps and George Phelps signed 4g
neof kin" and Leach (Leah? ) Phelps, e>Oc, fled the inventor o n7 May L7 6L.n

A second inventory was taken by the same appraisers (but Joseph Kenard was
Ioseph Howard), and valued at t76.I7.0. George and Joseph Phelps,qigned as
lin, and Leah Kirkiand admnrr, filed the inventory on 12 Nov. t'16."'

Bazil Phelps was the father of:
33. Edward.

34.Bazn.

35. Gaither

36. (child unborn in August 1760).

20. WLLIAM PHELPS, s. of William and Elizabeth" was bapt. 12 Sept. 1711,
and. m. gg5annn (N) (Some sources say she was Susa''na Mee\ but proof has
not been found).

[H:]J7tr 
1William Phelps, son of William, made a deposition goi"g his

He d. leaving a will dated 24 Aprrl\765 and proved 30 Oct. t765.Inhis will he
named his wife Susa''''a as executrix, and children: William, John, Richard,
Joseph, JoshuE Jacob, Elizabeth Holbroo( and Susanna Cheney. He men-
iioned /1il ;'ail's Ra ; i gc. Fra n ck Liei:riee i, J olr ri B g i' c;g an,j Thcmas Oiiver were
wilnesses. He mendloned the tract, Duvall's Range.ae

ililiii!?!;"#j.,ffi 5:s#;tfd"?H:?#jnr,*.T"lJ#;Hh
Rachel Pheln2,fi\the inveptory on 9 Sept. n4r.4

William had[tfii,{dt}wo children byhis 1st wife. His others were almost
;;*hf-r"d5ffi2wu 

w,-wwu ur ,^ ^r wus' -* "*. 
:L ;;;:,t9""q

L9. (N), b. (date of birth not given).27 fat oi 
t

+ 20.William, bapt.72gep1././11.4 i'4 4,'" 
''

William and Rachel *"r" th$JuiSitr ot
21-. Richard d. intestate and without issue on or about 1 Sept. 1?95. A
chancery c4!e names the children of his brothers Willia-, John and
Zachaiah.2e

22.Johab. c.7720.

23. Benjanin" may have died without issue as he is not mentioned in a
L795 charcery case involving his brothers Richard William, Joha and
zachaiah. He may be the Benjamin Phelps who took the oath of Fidelin
to the State of Maryland on l" March 1778 before Richard Harwoo4 Jr.I
Zl.Zachariah. b.8 OcL 1729.31

4. JOHN PHELPS, s. of Walter and Elizabet\ was b. 1 June L684, and m. Susan
Meek on 16 Oct. l-71-8, in All Hallows Parish. Could he be the John Phelps who
m. Love (N)? They were the parents of the following children:

%.M*y,bapt. 3 ApntLT?-},in All Hallows Parish.32
9. CHARLES PHELPS, s. of Walter and Qlizabet\ was born on 17 Oct. 1699.
ar:d m. Susanna Stephens on 19 Dec. 1723." They had the following children:

'26.Z,obulon,b. 25 May 1731.?4

3rd Generation

10. WALTER PHELPS, son of Walter and Mary (Cheney), was born pp 14
Sept. 1703, and married Mary Bazil on 9 Jan. 1727 :.r.All Hallows Parish.$ On
27 |larch 1 7lS Ralph B azel made a will mentionin g Mary, wife of Walter Phclps,
l r  - '

O'rr", Phclps rJred leaving a will dated (8?) Oct. 1"760, proved March t\(A,
naming son*s John, George and Joseph. He stated they were not to hindcr
Ilichard Poole and wife.Mary from living wrhere they are. Joseph Bazil, Richard
Phulps and.loseph Poole wcre witnesses."

pn i8 Junc 'l"r..1 hi.; r:s'.ate was invcnion;C byF-ol,rri \x/c!sh and Gasl:r',v:rt'Wati.ins, 
anci valucd at I12.15.0. John Phelps a_nd Mary Poole siped as kio, -"C

Gcorge Phelps and Joseph Phelps, execs., iiled the inventory on"Z Feb. t265,$
It u'ould appea,r that he rvas the father of:

27. Isaiah, bapt. 23 March 77?3;hewas not in his father's will.39

Susan"a Phelps appeared in the 1776 census ofAll Hallows Parishwith 5 white
males, 3 whit6 feinales, and 3 white children.t'She was listed in South River
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47.William.

4fl. Mary, m. (N) Lang

49. Rachel m.(N) Clewly
i,i, 50. Hester
:'u.4I9yffi^"PF-|P}l-"|-Ytttlft 

:*t,r-[8oct't72s'71
fle A"a before 1795, and a cbancnry case named his children.

flo is probably the Zachaiah Phelps who purchased some of the property of
beborah Phelps (q.v.) on Ll, Nov. 1789). He purchased some of Richard Phelps'
(q.v.) property c.L795.

Hnadrg4 AA.Co-., owning part of. Duvall's Rangejl Sn" is probably the widq
of William (20) Phelps.

H*r"ffi,[|!tts' 
children are mentiohed in a chancery case found with a pedriou

Wiliiam and Susanna had the following children:

37.F/lizzrbeth, b.3L March L73g53 n.(N) Holbrook.

33. Willian" b. L7 Dec. L74f. Y

39. Susannab" b. 10 Sept. LTA:S m. 00 Cheney. 
*\det

40. John, b. 13 Jan. 1744.s6 )\ t"t;

{f,rr41.3hogg,b.14Feb. t746n.s7 'u' .^ r?L1
42. Rebecca, b. 18 Sept. 1750.s8 5 an

43. Richard b. 18 Aug. L753.se

44. Joseph, b. 24 Dec. 1754.ffi

45. Joshua, b. 22 F eb. 1758.61

+ 46. Jacob, b.29 March L76L.62

21. RICHARD PHELPS, son of Willir'.', died intestate and without issue on
or about 1- Sept. 1795.

In7776 Richard Phelps was listed in thelT7Qpensus of Ail.Hallows Parish, AA
Co.l, with 1 white male and 1 white female.o' He took the Oath of $fleliry to
the State of Marvland on l- March L778 before Richard Harwood, Jr.*

Richard Phelps is listed in South River H.gndred" AA Co., owning part of
Cheney's Resf and part of Phelps Adventure.-

Richard Phelps signed the inventory of Deborah Phelps (q.u.) ̂  a creditor on
1-j Nov. 1189.He also purchased some of her property on 11 Nov. 1789.

Ric:hard Phelps died by 18 Nov. !795 when his estate was inventoried by Vachcl
( iaither and John Jacobs. His properfywas valued at 19.18.1-. James Maccubbin
.tnd Stephen Beard siped as creditors, and John Phelps and Joshua Phelps
sisnod as kig. The inventory was filed 5 Jan. 1798 by William Phclps, ad-
li inistrator.6

..\t tho sale of Richard Phelps'propertythe followingPhelps purchased propcr'
tr: r icorge Phelps, JacolPhelps, Jno. Phelps, Margaret Phelps, William Phelps,
lrrrt i Zachariah Phelps.n'

. .  . , . . . r : . : ' r ' .  : i - r : : -  r r r r ! r -s  ihc rh i ldrc l  o f  t is  brothers Wrl l iam. John and
7-1r , . ' i r r r r  iuh.s

1,..1( ) | l\ I'IIELPS, son of William by his2ndwife, Rachel rvas b. c.17?n,girrig
his rrrlt' ;,r -l{) in March 7160n.o" A chancery case petition dated 179f^states tbat
hc dicrl I'cfirrcr his brother Richard and left the follor+'ine children:'"

15L7gSZachariah Phelps was listed in Roa{g fuver Hundred as owning 180 a.
Chenet's Rest and 25 a. Phelps'Adventure.''

LachaiahPhelps was the father of the following children:

+ Sl.Zachaiah.

52. Maty, m. (N) Theckerell

53. Margaret, m. (N) Pearce.

54. Elizabet\ m.(N) Carter.

4th Generation

27.ISAIAH PHELPS, son of Walter, was bapt. 23 March 17?3.74 He was not
in his father's will. He was living in May 1756 wheu he;ldvertised tlere was a
stray mare at his plantation at the head of South River.''

InJune 1740 Isaiah P[plps, grandson of Walter Phelps, was bound to Richard
Goodman, carpenter.''

InMarch 7748l9,Isaiah Phqlps was charged with begerdng a baseborn child on
the bodv of Hester Cha:rev.' ' Research to date has failed to reveal the identitv
of Hester Chaney.

0n 18 July 1757 hewitnessed the will of Richard Taylor of Ame Arundel Co.m

Iniah Phelps was listed n the L776 Census gf All Hallows Parish with 1 white
male, 3 white females, ald 3 white children.''

He took JPe Oath of Fidelity in March 1778 before the Hon. Nicholas Wor-
thington.ou

He is placed as the fatler of Ezekiel Phelps because he is the only Phelps listed

;ir;"x"li**,*#"r;:,*lf it;;:l*{**",*!t::{riyi;i1,}"and because Ezekiel named one of his children ivattet Watkins Pheips. The lf i /
Welte. cnrld heve heen fnr F.zelriel'c mqndfather 

'fValfer 
/.*8u'Walter could have been for Ezekiel's erandfather Waiter.

He was possibly the father of
55. Ezekiel Phelps.

'.1- 
|r/e'

r  l )

, n  ; , , . * : n v / n
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32. JO,HN PHELPS, son of John" was b. 8 April I7?L.8L In September ]756 tr*John Phelps, Jr., hg^advertised thtire was a stray horse at his plantatron nst"The Land of Ease.o'n

33. EDWARD PHELPS, son of Bazil and Leah, is probably t!9 same Edward
who was iisted in South River Hundred AA Co., as a pauper.-

*.367JL PHELPS, son of Bazil and_Le$" mgrried Barbara Davis by4*,
Arundel Co. (Marr. Lic. dated 2lApnll79L).

Basil Phl"'lns tooLthe oath of f,'jdeliry to the State of Marylaad on t March tD8
before fuchard Harwood Jr.-

Basil Plelps is listed in South fuver Hundred" AA Co., owniag part of phs1p.
Luck.e

lA.il Pn"tpr signed the inventory of Deborah Phelps (q.u.) ̂  kin on 13 Nov.
7789.

on 13 July 7'793he distributed the estate of George stalker. Richard phelps was
a suretv."'

He may_have died by L799 when B;gbara Phelps m. William Ward by AA Co.
(Marr.Lic. dated 20 March 1799).dd

Basil and Barbara seem to have been the parents of the following children:
56. Edward Gaither, b. 25 Dec. 1791,, d.31, Jan. L794

57. Sarab, b.12Dec. L793

58. Anne, b.16 Jan. 1796

44. JOSEPH PHELPS, son of Willio- and Susa''"n, was listed in South River
Hundred AA Co., qg a bachelor.o' He m. Sophia Taylor by AA Co. Marr. Lic.
dated 1 Aprjl 1?91.w He m. Catherine Thompson by aa Co. Marr. Lic. datcd
8 Auq. 180i.ei

-59. Ann Catherine

60. Ma4'
i t , i i . ,

d-tr. .1.\ t '( )ll PHELPS, son of William and Susanna. was born 29 March Ij6I,
ard nr . , :  r  i . ' t l  Par thena (N).

Jacolr l ' lr lps purchased some of Richard Phelps'(q.v.) property c.I795.

Jacob an,r  l ' . r r t l rcn ia had issue:
(r.t. l i  r l lr:rrd Dsnoone Taylor, b. 23 Aug. 1798, bapt. 10 Nov. 1801.94

ACIIARIAH PHELPS, son of 7-achanah, in 1798 was listed in Roade
Hundred as owning 180 a. Cheney's Rest and?S a. of Phelps' Adventure."

Hchariah m. Sarah Davis by AA Co. Marr. Lic. dated 1lBct .1797 .He m. 2nd
ffiher Gwinn by AA Co. Marr. Lic. d4tpd 20 Jan. 1804.'o She was a daughter
frFrancis Gwinn of Anne Arundel Co.'' ZachaiahPhplps died c.1821 owning
ifla. of Cheney's Resl. He left the following children.'"
t" 63. Sara\ m. by 1825 to George Allen.

64. Walter Pool who came age 21on 11Oct. 1,825.

65.Zachariah Phelps.

66. Joseph Henry Phelps.

5th Generation

S1EZF'I(JEL PHELPS, possibly son of Isaiah Phelps ii so placed for the
reasons stated above. He was probably born no later than c.1760 as he took the
gath of Fideftff to the State of Maryland on ]- March 1778 before Richard
Harwoor*Jr." However he was not listed as head of a household in the 1790
Census.^"-

0n 19 Aprit 1793 Eznktel was in St. Mart's Co. making a business deal with
Mor{qgai Barry. The paper was recorded in Anne Arundel Co. on 22 Apnl
1794.',u'

ln,t798 Ezekiel Phelps was listed in Roade River Hundred as owning 2 slaves,
lexempt from taxation and l taxable. He was a tenant of Edward Ha!$he only
other Phelps listed in Roade River Hundred was ZachaiahPhelps.'"'

Ezekiel Phelps on 25 May 1802 was co-security for William Cheney who was
guardian to Charles Qlr.eney, and also guardian to Francis, Richard Hezekiah
and Sarah Donalson.^"

UNPLACED PHELPS

The Widow Phelps is listed in 1783 as a pauper in Middle Neck Hundred.105

Absolute Phelps siped the inventory of Deborah Phelps (q.v.) as kin on lji Nov.
1789. He ot *bth"iabsgJ;rtePhelni m. AnnPoolebyA;;lGundel Co. Marr.
Uc.dated 31Jan.1809.

joscph Phelps of Amapolis, died leaving a will dated... 1833, plqved ...., in
rvhich he named his wife Catherine and mentioned their children.v/

According to Geneva M. Phelps, An Annal Begtnf,, Ezekiel and Margaret
(Watkins) Phelps were the parents of four children:'*

('athcrine Phelps (possibly tie widow of Joseph), died leaving a will dated li
I)cc:. 1838 and proved 1Jan. 1839.In herwill she namsd fos. ron-in-lawlRichard
Ii. (ioodwin, grancidaughter Catherine Ann Goodwin and daughters,g3

67. Nelson b, c.!79'7

68. Mary Ann, b. c.1798, m. (N) Scott.

69. Middleton, b. L800, d. 1837, tr.married

70. Walter Watkirs, b. l May 1801, m. 28 Feb. 1832; Catherine Haynes.
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ffi.f}+"tot 
m. Edward Disney by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 4}tor. ,th Phglps m. Sparrow Carter by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 5

179L.'u

Archibald_Phelps.died by ? Yuy 1284-when John {fptps posred bond with
Benjamin Howard and,Zachaiah Duvall as sureties.rru 

-
Phelps is listed in Town Neck Hundred" Anne Arundel Co.15

Benjamjn ffiilp. -. Priscilla wheat by license dated 10 Dec. 1?95 in prince
George's Co.t"

mrcs Phelps was listed nthe L776 census,q{All Hallows Parish with 1 white

4rle, l white female, and 5 white children.^-

Archibald Phelps, illegitimate son of Rebecca, was born 25 April n61.r@
Archibdd Phelps, s.on of Rebecca, was mentioned in the wi[,g6itten 19 Mq1.5L765, proved 5 April L765, of George Newman of Annapolis.rw

Charles Phelps gave his age as 35 in April I760.L12

rn 1776 DeborahPhelps was listed in the census of,$lr Hallows parish with twhite male, 3 white females_and 2wlite children.rrr She was listed in soutl
River Hundred, Alae Arundel Co."*

;e Phelps, probably son of Debora\ purchased some oj f.ichard Phe]Ps'
prgpe@ g:T.,25. He m. Emma Pierce by Alne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic.'iiii.itgs.Lu

;ese Phelps m. Sarah Pumpbrey by license dated 2 Sept . t7g5 lr-PG Co.127

Johaq4p Phelps m. John Coats by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 14 Nov-

tltr.j*
Iohn Phelps took the oath of Fidelitgin March 1778. Another Jobn Phelps took
rhe Oath of Fidelity in March L778.'"'

Mary,flelps m. Robert Long by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 24 June
1780.'-

Mary-!-helps m. Josh CrutchleybyArme Amndel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 2Aug.
914.136

Rebecca Phelps had an illegitimnle son: Archibald, b.25 AprtlL762.t3"

Rebecca lbElps m. Samuel Chaney by Anne Anrndel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 1I}
Feb.1"809.'"

Robert Phelps took the Oath of niC*lity to tle State of Maryland on l- March
1778 before Richard Harwood. Jr.^"'

Robert Phelps of A:rne Arundel Co. ciieci ieaving a wiii ciated 7 lvia'-ch 1799,
proved 9 May t'199. He left his entire estate to his brot"h,gr George Phelps.
Nehemiah Younser and Sa-uel Crane witnessed the will.'*

The inventory oiRob"rt Phelps was filed 31 JuIy 1799 by George Phelps,g{
Frederick Co-unry. The propertywasvaluedat f2:9.19.4.No one sip.ed as kin."'

Deboia]r Phelps died le-aving awill dated ...L719,and proved z}May 17g9. She
nemsd her two sons Robert agd_Geo1gg, her daughtefDeborah's 

"nlat"q 
uo-l

dau. M,q4i. Edward Kirkland" Basel phelps and zachaiah phelps were wir.
nesses.^-

Iohn Phelps is listed in Town Neck Hundred, Ame Arundel Co. Jgbp Phelps
l-U.t"a ilSouth River Hundred Anne Arundel Co., as a bachelor.'"

Deborah_Phelps' estate was inventoried on L3 Nov. 1789by Benj. welch and
Stephen lgard appraisers. Propertywas appraised at 65.9.0. iuchaid Beard and
Richard Phelps siped as creditors, ard gasil phelps and Absolutguphdp,
signed as kin. The inventory was filed l-6 Jan. 1789 by Robert phelps.l

lohn Phelps posted bond as sdmin. of Archibald Phelps (q.v.) on 3 May 17M.
lno. Phelps purchased sone of Richard Phelps' (q.v.) property c.1795'

Iosiah Phelps.pn 13 Aug. L773 cnnveyed personal property to Thomas and
William Hall."' He took the Oath of Fidq-[ry to the State of Maryland on 2
Itarch L778 before Reuben Meriweather."' Jos'3,.Phelps is listed in South
River Hundred, Anne Arundel Co., as a bachelor."'

Margaret Phelps purchased some of Richard Phelps' (q.v.) property c.1795. She
naybe the Margaret Phelps Wlo m. Benjamin Pearce by Aane Arundel Co.
Marr. tic. daLed 12 Jan. 1796.'"

ler.nrgnerj.f y." i?.ld L1 Nov. 1789. Purchasers included fuchard phelps and
Zachaiah Phelps."'

when Deborah's estate was distributed on 2o oct. rTgzber chldren were listed
as follows: t'o

a. Robert

b. George

c. Deboral, m. (?)

d. MgX, m. Henry Purdy by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 30 Sepr
r7gz.""

?;J'iirEO"tOs 
m. Benjamin Brown by Anne Arundel Marr., Lic. dated '2.6Feb.

: i i ;r:;,.t-u;ips n. j,,fa.r, 'Disncj' ' l i ,  A::r.: .{.rr,,1,j.! Co. i, iarr. I-. i,. i lalcil 20 Jan.
l S l r i . ' - '

ELiza[rc th Pearce of Anae,A.rundel co. died leaving a will dated j-g Nov. 1759,
proverl t!t p9c 1762, nar\i|tg daughrers Rachel Phelps and Rebecca phelps,
s^ons D_.11ic-f , Nicholas, william and Joseph pearce. John Jacob, witness. on 8
Oc1.1762, Daniel afr^d Nicholas Pearce, son s of Elizabet\ renounced their rigbt
of admini.stration.l22
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Ltfr?l"rot 
m. David Bangs by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated L8 June

;J-ii.",ytq;:i,6.e";'$;ii*t;J;nrriCi1w"-.to i*i;;,
L. $kinns1,/bstracts of Inventoies andAccounts of the herogative Court
f MWland, (hereafter-abbreviated as INAC) (Westminster: Familyr.ine

Sarah Phelps m- William Richardson by AnneArundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated Z
Jan.L787. Another Susanna m. Simon Retullic( Jr. byAnne Arnndel Co. Maq-
Lic. dated 8 June 1798. S_arah pr!9lp_s.T.William SmallwoodbyAnnetuund;i
Co. Marr. Lic. dated 14 Oct. 1792. Still anotherS_usa#qa m. Charles W. Eaton
by Annc Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 1,0 Feb. L790.'""

Publications), cites INAC 2:285.
Complete Book of Ernigrants, Iffi 1- 1699, (Baltimore: Genealogical

lqto"tl Phclps m. Nathaniel Hall by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 2g
Fcb. 178. Another Susanna Pfiglps m. George Hardy by Anne Arundel Co.
Marr. Lic. dated?l Dec.1806.'* & F. Edward Wi*t,Anne Arundcl County Church Records of the 17th and 18th

:' Centuies, (Westmi''ster: Family Line Publications, n.d.) (hereafter ab-
: breviated as AACR), p.21".Waltor Phelps is listed in Severn Hundred Anne Arundel Co.14s He.

garct Chaney by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 10 March lZar.t*' 
M*'

Publishing Co., Inc.), p. 350.
Gust Skordas,Early Senlen of Maryland, (Baltimore: Genealogical Publish-
ing Co., lnc.,L979), cites Maryland Patent Liber (hereafter abbreviated as
MPL)WC#2:!78-|79. ) t j )r

gkinngl,INAC 1:63. d [at'\"< {)u 
F 1'P-'

Several marriages for william Phelps have been found. It is not clear whether
the references are all to ttre same William or to several different ones. He m.
Sarah Fowler byAane Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 1,8 Dec. LllS-Hem. Eliz.
Morgan by Ar:ne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 18 June 1785. He or another
Williq+ m. Aln Dannison by Anne Arundel Co. Marr. Lic. dated 15 Dec.
1-gl-5.tto

William Phelps took the Oath of Fideliry to the State of Maryland on 1 March
1778 before Richard Hg;nwood, Jr. Another William Phelps rook the Oath of
Fideliry in March 1778.

William Phelps is listed in Town Neck Hundred, Ar:ne Arundel Co.f0

William Phelps purchased some of Richard Phelps' (q.v.) property c.L795.

g. wrighr, AACR, 15.
0.wright, AACR,5.
1l.Wright, AACR,17.
ll.Maryland Calendarof Wk, (hereafter abbreviates as MCW),2:235.
tj|. Anne Arundel County Land Commissions, 1724-1767, pp. L4I, 552,
: Maryland State Archives (hereafter abbreviated as MSA),
14.wright, AACR,20.
15.lbid.,21-,29.
t6.Ibid.,29.
t7.Ibid.,29.
t8.lbid.,199.
L9.Ibid.,!99.
n.Ibid.,33.
Lt.Ibid.,38.
n.Ibid. ,45.
B.Ibid. ,22,3L,198.
24. Anne Arundel Land Commissions,17241767, MSA, p. 113, 1-16.
25. MCW 9;1645, cites Maryland Will Book (hereafter abbreviated as MWB),

?5:389, MSA)
25.V . L. Skinner, -4bs tracts of Inventoies of the Prerogative Cowt of Maryland,

(hereafter abbreviated as MINV) (Wesrminstel; pemily Line Publica-
tions), cites MINV, MSA, 37:441; 40:1,CI.

?7. Wright, AACR,23.
E.Ibid.,29.
29. Anne Aruadel Land Commissions, 1791-1805, p. 14, MSA
30. Henry C. Peden, Jr., Revolutionary Patriots of Anne Arundel Coung,

/ \Uec fminc ter .  Fami lvT  inc  Pr rh l i ca t innc  lQO? ' l  n  1 {1
1  i  I  ! J ! * J ! v

31. Wright, AACR,45.
n.Ibid.,?nr.
n.Ibid,,37.
y.Ibid.,45.
35.lbid.,,42.
36. MCW 6:83.

William Phelps of Annapolis died leaving a will dated 1 Nov.
March 1804. He namsd his wife Elizabeth his sole heir and
Sands, Edward Holla:rd and Ja-es Hunter witnessed the wi]].

1803, proved 16

,glecutrix John

Additions and conectians to this mateial ore welcomed" and will be oublished in
thc Bulletin.
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DESCENDANTS OF JAMES STIRLING

Naocy Flizabgth [Weaver] KMGHT

FTRST GENERATION

lJamesl STIRLING, parents unkns1rya. Born" circa 175L, near Stirlin& Stfu-
iingshire, Scotland. Died, 25 Jun 1820, in Baltimore City, MD.

According to a letter of character brought with him from Scotland, James lived
in the neighborhood of the tevm ef $tirli n g in Scotland in his youth and between
fl'10 and L774 hved in the. town of Stirling. The letter appears as quoted from
Mei of Mark in Maryland.l

This certifies to all concerned that the bearer hereof, viz: James Stirling, has
resided in our nei€fiborhood from his iof-cy and these last four years in this
toun of Stirling, behaving himself soberly honestly and inoffensively. Is unmar-
ried free of Scandal or ground of Church Censor-And is in fuil comm union of
the Church of Scotland-And as he desires to go to some of the Colonies in
America we would recom-end him as a sober person to any Christian Society
where Providence may order it in his Lot. This signed by us the Ministers and

fol. 56{ Elders of the Town of Stirling the fourteenth day of June one thousand seven
hundred and seventy four years. Thomas Raadall, Min., John Musher, Eldr.,
Henr Jaffray, Eldr."z

Four years later in 1778, in the town of Baltimore, he took the oath of Allegan@
before the Honorable Willia- Spear.

In L779 James purchased I"ot 85 on Gay Street from John Cornthwait. This was
the first of over fiffy land transngliqns during his business career.

James joined the fight againsl England during the Revolution. He served in
Captain Nicholas Rurdon Moore's Troops as of 25 June 1781, and had a seven
year old iron grey gelding horse. He wps at Yorktown" and was decorated for
bravery by General Nathaniel Greene.'

George gy's5hington arrived in Yorktown ou 28 Sep 1781 and began preparing
his forces for the siege. The French co-*anded the ground between the York
River and the town" while the American infantry and artillery took up positions
on the right. The French and Virginia Militia held the inland strip across
Gloucester Point blocking the movements by the British soldiers. By 30 Sep the
Allies w.r:c rca,j,., 1o rleil--rri Ycrl:ic*11 -'def endersf ro-.;##;;;":;^#fu ffi ,"":6;T6;iff fl#ffi il:
at Yorktown opened fire on the British defense work. Fiffy guns from the Allied
lines were fuing. By 11 Oct Qsrolyallis, the British Geieraf informed his
Commander-in ehief Clinton that uasthingbut a direct move to ihe York River
which includes a successfirl naval action can save me." "On 17 Oct the British
batteries were knocked out and at L0 AM a faint tatoo of drums was heard and
a white flag emergedtt. Qslqlyallis sent the following message to tle Americans,'Sir- I prolose aiessation of hostilities for 24 houis and tf,at rwo officers may

, ffi


