Man arrested
for stealing van

By Chris Butler
chris@rustonleader.com

Ruston police arrested a Vir-
ginia man last week and charged
him with felony possession of
stolen property.

Officers arrested Franklin
Deon Bailey, 42, of Madison
Heights, Va.,onthenight of Aug.
21after theyreceived areportof
suspicious behavior at the Wal-
Martparkinglot, said Lt. Curtis
Hawkins, spokesman for the
Ruston Police Department.

“Anofficer waspatrollingthe
Wal-Mart parking lot when he
was flagged down by a worker
from the Murphy Gas Station.
That worker reported seeing
a man inside a white van that
had been parked there for al-
most a week. Tt appeared the
white male was watching the

store and had been engaging
in some type of suspicious
behavior. Our officerschecked
out the van and located a man
that we identified as Bailey”
Hawkins said.

“He (Bailey) told officers
that he was hitchhiking and
waspicked up on the interstate
somewhere between Bossier
andRuston by someonedriving
that van and that that person
had left him stranded at Wal-
Mart,” Hawkins said. “Our
officers contacted the Bossier
City Police Department and
found out the van was actually
stolen.”

Officers arrested Bailey and
charged him with possessionof
stolenthings over $500. Officers
secured the vanuntilthe owner
arrived from Bossier City to
claim it, Hawkins said.



